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REV. MR. FISK’S. SERMON. 

A brief review of the Rev. Mr. Fisk’s Serinon, delivered 
in Providence, R.T. in June, 1823, before the New- 
England Conference. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 133.) 


In desenbing the works for which mankind will 
pe rewarded and punished, (page 7,) Mr. F. ack- 
yowledges that the condition of all men is the same 
by nature ; and that by practice, all are sinners. 
Now, it needs but a very limited capacity to discoy- 
er, that impartial wisdom and justice must, of neces- 
sity, treat such beings alike—and if they are treated 
alike, all must finally be restored, or condemned togeth- 
er. Passing over this conclusion, however, which 
naturally grows out of his statement, we next behold 
him totally disregarding the actions of men, as re- 
gards their duty, one towards another, and suspend- 
ing the future cternal destinies of the human race 
upon the simple action of the mind, in receiving, or 
rejecting the Messiah. ‘These are his words—* Yet 
God is pleased to make their final condemnation or 
acquittal, turn upon theif rejecting or receiving 
Christ, upon their believing or not believing the 
gospel.” 

Let us not mistake Mr. F’s meaning ; he is labour- 
ing to show that the final destiny of every individual, 
depends on his faith or unbelief in this life. © But is 
this conclusion either just, reasonable, or scriptural ? 
In examining the justice of this scheme, we must 
keep in view the declaration of Mr. F. that “their 
final condemnation or acquittal turns upon their be- 
lieving or not believing the gospel.” We will no- 
tice a case by way of query which brings this senti- 
ment to the test at once: Is there the least sem- 
blance of justice in condemning a man for not believ- 
ing a proposition which he has never heard, nor ever 
had the opportunity of hearing ? Is such a theory 
either reasonable, or scriptural? No man, who re- 
gards consistency, truth, or conscience, can answer 
these questions in the affirmative. And if it be un- 


demn a man for not believing a proposition which 
has never been presented for his acceptance, and 
with which he never enjoyed the means of acquaint- 
ance ; then it follows undeniably, that a vast majori- 
ty of the unbelieving race of men are in no danger 
of final condemnation, unless every principle of jus- 
tice and reason are outraged and set aside to compass 
the object! For it isa fact, undeniable; that a ma- 
jority of the present inhabitants of the world never 


, sect saad a ia preacher ? and how shall they preach except they | 
just, unreas and wnscriptural, finally, to con- 





heard the gospel of Christ, nor ever enjoyed the 
means of becoming acquainted with itstruths. Mr. 
F’s proposition, therefore, authorizes the absurd con- 
clusion that millions and millions of the human race 
will be finally and irrecoverably lost, by reason of 
their being placed by the providence of God ina 
situation whereby it was impossible that they should 
become believers in the gospel of Christ, or ever ob- 
tain salvation! For Mr. F. does not admit that the 
unbeliever will have an opportunity of reforming in 
a future state, since this concession would explode 
his whole theory. 


Should Mr. F. now move his position, and say 
that he did not intend to embrace suchas had not 
the means of hearing and understanding the truthis 
of the gospel, and admit that they would be saved 
by the-efficacy of atoning grace ; that it is only those 
to whom the gospel is proclaimed, who are in dan- 
ger of being finally lost in consequence of unbelief ; 
we reply,—this supposition excites suspicion of the 
design of the gospel, and not only renders it unim- 
portant, but“worse than useless to those who hear it ; 
since they are in danger, according to this hypothe- 
sis, of being infinitely the losers by this knowledge. 

‘These confused and absurd hypotheses, which are 
the offspring of human invention, fade and disappear, 
when brought in competition with the majesty and 
brilliance of divine truth, which inspires the. soul 
with freedom and joy. By the gospel of Christ, our 
ears are saluted, and our senses charmed with “ good 





tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people,’’ 
and the heart is caused to swell with gratitude by | 
the assurance, that “in Christ, all the families and | 
kindreds of the earth shall be blessed.” The resur- | 
rection, glory and immortality of aut MANKIND, as en- | 
forced by the simple, yet powerful eloquence of an | 
eminent apostle of our Lord, (I. Cor. xv.) renders | 
the gospel of the grace of God the most welcome of | 
all. intelligence to the heart of man. Believing this | 
gospel, ‘* we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full | 
of glory.”” But the delightful exercise of faith would | 
never have become our duty or our privilege, had | 
not our ears been saluted with the joyful Sound of | 
the gospel of peace : for it is a truth which can ney- 
er be impaired, that “faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” But we may ask, in 
the language of the apostle, “how shall they. believe 
except they hear’? and how shall they hear without 


be sent ?? When Mr. F. can make it appear to be | 
the duty of any man to believe a proposition to 
which he is of necessity a total stranger, and under 
circumstances entirely unavoidable by him, then, and 
not till then, he will be able to convert his theory of 
interminable damnation for not performing impossi- 
bilities, into a system of correct theology. 

That men are accountable for the use or abuse of 
the gospel when they become acquainted with its 





truths, is a proposition attested by reason, and amply 


supported by revelation. This truth is made evi- 
dent by the passages which Mr. F. has quoted to 
show that the believer is justified, and the unbeliev- 
er condemned. “He that believeth shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned, or.con- 
demned.”” But the Saviour does not here inform us 
that this damnation is reserved for a future world : 
He applies it exclusively to the unbeliever. Let 
Mr. F. first produce evidence that men will be un- 
believers in eternity, and he will then be authorised 
to place the scene of their punishment in a future 
existence. We cannot help remarking how unfor- 
tunate Mr. F. has been in his other quotation to 
prove the condemnation of the unbeliever ; for it 
virtually destroys the theory which he is labouring 
to maintain. The passage is the following, from the 
words of Christ—“ He that believcth on the Son, 
hath everlasting life ;, he that believeth not the Son, 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him. And.this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil.” Be 
careful to observe, thts is the condemnation: not thr 
shall be the condemnation ina future world ; but zs 
the condemnation, in the.present tense. And it is 
perfectly rational to suppose, that so long as men 
wilfully reject the truth, which is set before the eyes 
of their understanding by the gospel of Christ, they 
will continue to be the subjects of such punishment 
as is best suited to their offence. But let it be dis- 
tinctly understood, that our believing, or disbeliev- 
ing, does not alter the truth, nor in the least degree 
impair its faithfulness. The promises to which we 
have before alluded, of universal blessing in Christ ; 
of glory, honour and immortality in the resurrection, 
depend not upon the fickleness nor stability of hu- 
man credulity, but upon the faithfulness of God. 
‘‘i¥e that hath promised is faithful to perform :” 
and the apostle declares, ‘‘ if we believe not, yet HE 
abideth faithful ; He cannot deny himself.” 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. _ 
«* Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter.” 
In a former communication upon the subject of 
Sabbath Schools, it will be recollected by the read- 
er, that I animadverted with much freedom upon the 
present mode of conducting them, which I conceived 
to be not only productive of much harm, but entire- 
ly contraty to their pretended design, and to the ex- 
— ofthe publick in general—tin as much 
a8 their professed design was to instil into the youth- 
ful heart the pure maxims and sentiments of morality, 
and the mild and wholesome precepts of the divine 
religion of our Lord.and Saviour Jesus Christ, which 
design has not as yet been accomplished, and what 
is still more lamentable, there is very little, if any 
prospect of its accomplishment. 
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_ Tine and-ob ralibis hoever, Sanyo uniblded to | 
the discerning part of the community the real design | 
of these institutions. ‘‘ There is nothing hid, which | 
shall not be revealed.” tis proved to a demonstra. | 


Pines, even in this vicinage, while, as soon as chil. 
dren have acquired a degree of strength sufficient to 
| enable them:to perform labour, the circumstances of 
the parents are such as to require their feeble assist- 


tion, that whatever may have been the primitive ob-' ance as the only means of obtaining a livelihood ; 
ject of these Schools, and how pure soever the prin- | and thus they are obliged to pass the proper season 


ciples upon which they were first instituted, that their | 


present design is clerical aggrandizement and ghostly | 


jurisdiction. Spiritual imposture, ever borrows the 
robes of sanctity and external purity; but the 
moment the mantle is thrown off, its march is impe- 
ded. Itis to be hoped that the conspicuous mode 
of conducting these Schools will open ‘the eyes of 
our community and be a sufficient impetus to cause 
them to interpose and adopt some effectual measure 


to damp the ardour of clerical ascendancy, curb 
the predominating spirit of spiritual despotism, and 
-eseape the fatal snare which is so cunningly set for 
the undesigning and the unwary. 

Children are sent to these Schools for the purpose 
of having their tender minds enlightened, and to be 
made acquainted with the principles and sentiments 
of our divine religion,—to receive admonitory _les- 
gons in virtue and purity, to have their hearts enlar- 
ged with divine truth and to be inspired with a love 
of virtue and holiness, and with hatred and aversion 
to vice and iniquity. But such anticipations have 
never as yet been realized. Instead of furnishing 


the pupil with the wholesome truths of the gospel 
of grace, and of acquainting him with the purity 
and nature of the religion of Jesus Christ, they 
have,by an easy subterfuge,introduced the sentiments 
and vague notions of the early reformers, with which 


they design to enslave the mind with fear, and create a 
blinded zeal for the established, or orthodox religion. 
A noble and glorious scheme this! as they see the 
present generation rising into manhood, they see 
themselves rising into power and distinction. ‘They 
can look forward, and in anticipation, behold the 
multitude, obsequious to their ghostly nod! With 
such prospects as these, no wonder that an aspiring 
clergy should bccome confident and presumptuous. 
Had not the publick countenance beamed. auspi- 
ciously upon these institutions in their infancy, and 
likewise upon other societies or institutions of a 
similar nature, such as a tract society for the purpose 
of disseminating the creeds and doctrines of particu- 
lar denominations, and thereby make proselytes to 
their own advantage, a National Tract Society, de- 
signed to foster orthodoxy and to build up her shat- 
tered walls, would never have had its origin, nor dis- 
graced our nation’s archieves ! 

But this is a digression ; and we will now return 
toour subject. We doubt not, that a Sunday School, 
established upon pure and equitable principles, 
would be promotive of much good. It would be of 
importance both in point of educating and of moral, 
izing our youth, than which, nothing can be more 
desirable, nor of greater moment. ' 

There are many people who have felt so sensi- 
bly the griping hand of poverty, and the frowns of 
adverse fortune, as to render them entirely unable 
to give their offspring the common necessaries of life, 
much more the polish of education, and the advant- 
ages of learning. Itis presumed that there are in- 





of instruction in laborious toil for a scanty suste- 
nance. Necessity compels them, either to remain in 
ignorance, or in want ; orindeed, in both. For such, 
therefore, as are destitute of every other means of 
obtaining an education, these Schools, judiciously 
conducted, are eminently and incalculably beneficial. 
I say judiciously conducted, for if we design to make 
them more ignorant and. miserable, or the blinded 
vassals of a biggoted priest-craft, by teaching them 
false notions and vague superstitions, then, instead of 
benefitting those who attend these Schools, we are 
absolutely injuring, and making their condition still 
more deplorable. 

There may doubtless be Schools of this nature es- 
tablished upon such principles, and with such regu- 
lations, and such a course of instruction adopted as 
would be highly productive of the improvement and 
cultivation of the minds and morals of the various 
youths which should attend for the laudable purpose 
of acquiring knowledge and valuable information. 

The plan of such a School will be resérved as the 
subject of a future communication. J. H. B. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 


A DREAM. 

‘¢ The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream ; and he that hath my word; let him speak 
my word faithfully... What is the chaffto the wheat, 
saith the Lord.”—Jeremiah xxiii. 28. 

The prophet Jeremiah, in the above passage 
makes quite a distinction between the word of God 
and dreams; and the difference which obtains is 
equal to the disparity there is, between chaff and 
wheat—the chaff, of little or no value, but the wheat 
of vast importance : these, ina moral sense, are com- 
pared to the word of God and dreams. A short lec- 
ture, and it would seem a very useful one, might be 
composed on this text ; were it not, that a discourse on 
the above passage is for sale in this town, and it might 
be considered temerity, after the subject has been 
so ably handled. Dreams, however, are considered 
by many superstitious persons as of equal authority 
with the word of God : experiences as they are term- 
ed, ‘requently abound with dreams. I doubt. not, 
but I have heard a hundred dreams related in public 
meetings by different individuals, when called before 
a church as candidates for admission ; and it has of- 
ten appeared to me, that if the declarations of Jeho- 
vah by his prophets, and by Jesus Christ and his 
apostles were believed, resort would not be had to 
dreams on such occasions. But the designing part 
of the community, especially as regards religious 
concernments, always make the best of the supersti- 
tions of the multitude. 

The above remarks were élicited, on having been 
informed that a certain church member of limitarian 
sentiments, has lately reported the following, and de- 
clines calling the person’s name. ‘ A person who has 
attended the Universalist meeting in this town ever 





since public worship was first commenced, has late- 
ly had a dream ; he dreamed that an angel appeared 
to him, and told him to quit immediately attending 
the preaching of Universalism, that it was delusion, 
and if he did not immediately break off, hell and 
damnation would be his portion; and in conse- 
quence of which the man has quit the meeting.’ [ 
do not doubt the possibility of an individual’s being 
exercised by such a dream, but if any one has been, 
it is something singular that this man, who exhorts 
and prays in a certain conference. meeting, should 
be unwilling to tell the name of the person. My 
opinion is, that this story, liké many others of similar 
character, has been coined by some pious person, 
or at least who would be thought so, in order to hin- 
der individuals from hearing the . sentiments of the 
Universalists for themselves: If, however, there 
has been such a dream, I would say to the person 
who may have been thus exercised, in the language 
of the prophet, “ What is the chaff to the wheat, 
saith the Lord.” 
BEREAN. 


REPLY TO “AN INQUIRER.” 


(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 133.) 

The request of our correspondent, to reconcile St. 
John, v. 28, 29, with our views of the resurrection, 
is the more cheerfully received, and the more readi- 
ly complied with (at least, an attempt to answer his 
demand) on account of its having for a long time 
been a subject of serious concern, especially among 
those whose opportunities for a- careful comparison 
of the Scriptures have been an insuperable barricr 
to a correct understanding of the language penned 
by St. John, in the chapter and verses above men- 
tioned. ** Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good unto the resurrection of life ; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation, 
or condemnation.” 

In the 21st verse, Jesus declared to the Jews, that 
as God raised up the dead and quickened them ; he 
had also given him the power to quicken whom he 
pleased. In verse 25, he announces to the Jews, 
saying, ‘* The hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God : and 
they that shall hear shall live.” ‘That a figurative 
resurrection is spokén of in the verses here quoted, 
is a proposition to which all christians give their un- 
qualified assent.” Nor is there any thing in this 
whole chapter, except the passage which is the sub- 
ject of this communication that expresses, or even im- 
plies the doctrine of a literal resurrection. And the 
only word which implies a literal resurrection, in the 
passage before us, is graves. If we can show from 
scripture authority, that this term is used in a figura- 
tive sense, it will prove that it is not, alone, of suf- 
ficient authority to establish the conclusion that its 
meaning, in this instance, is to be understood literal- 
ly. “Turn to Ezek, xxxvu. 11, 12, 13; where the 
Prophet was instructed “by the valley of dry bones to 
contemplate the. degraded state of tie house of isra- 
el inthe time of their captivity, and calls thus degra- 
dation the graye. Then he said unto me, Son 
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of mai; these bones ‘are the whole house of Israel : | 


behold, say they, Our bones are dried, and our hope 
is lost: we are cut off for our parts. Therefore 
prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
Gop ; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, 
and cause you tocome up out of your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Israel.. And ye shall 
know that I am the Lorp, when I have opened your 
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of 
your graves.” In verses 20—23, this resurrection of 
the house of Israel is explained to signify the gath- 
ering of them from among the heathen, and bringing 
them into their own land; the land of Palestine. 
This is sufficient to show that the word grave is used 
in a figurative sense, and applied to a resurrection 
in this world. 

Again ; we find in the prophecy of Dan. xii. 2, a 
parallel text; and on which the Saviour, doubtless, 
had his thoughts, when he uttered the passage. re- 
corded by St. John. ‘* And many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to ever- | 
lasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” 





By consulting the whole of this chapter, it will be | 
seen that the prophet was describing the troubles | 
that should come upon the-nation of the Jews, and | 
that he confines the time for the accomplishment of | 
the resurrection there spoken of, and all the won- 
ders disclosed to him in the chapter, to a period of 
1260 prophetic years. The term graves, in the one 
passage, and the phrase, dust of the earth, in the oth- 
er, are supposed by all the commentators of note, 
who have written upon this subject, to convey the 
same meaning. We might, therefore, with the same 
propriety, apply the passage in Daniel to a future 
state of existence and a literal resurrection, as to ap- 
ply fhe passage under consideration to such an 


event. 
We have another reason for believing that the res- 


urrection spoken of in the text is figurative; which 
is too important to be passed over in silence : Name- 
ly, itis directly opposed to St. Paul’s argument in 
i. Cor. xv. where he labours to convince.the . Corin- 
thian Church, that all the humam family shall be made 
alive in Christ ; that they shall be raised in honour, 
glory, and immortality. 

The apostle, in this argument, places it beyond all 
doubt, that the literal resurrection would be univer- 
sal, and to a state of immortality and glory. Now, if 
damnation and immortal glory mean the same thing, 
then the same resurrection is spoken of in both in- 
stances; but if they do not mean the same, then the 
passage in John is to be understood figuratively ; and 
the argument of St. Paul to be descriptive of a literal 
resurrection. 


a 





SELECTIONS. 


ADVICE TO FEMALES.—NO. 11. 

Matrimonial Rules and Maxims. 

1. When a young gentleman makes you an offer, 
hold yourself flattered by his preference, and be pro- 
portionably grateful. 

2. If you accept him (which we. will suppose of 
course) study his temper and inclinations, that you 














may better accommodate your own to them. 


3. After marriage, obey him cheerfully, even 
though you think him in error; it is better that he 
should do wrong in what he commands, than that 
you should do wrong in objecting to it. 

4. If he flatters you, do not forget that it is but 
flattery. 

5. If you see any imperfections in your husband 
(which there may be) do not pride yourself on your 
penetration in discovering them ; but on your for- 
bearance in not pointing them out ; strive to show 
no superiority, but in good temper. 

6.. Bear in mind continually, that you are weak 
and dependent ; and even if you are beautiful, that 
it adds to your weakness and dependence. 

7. If you displease him, be the first to conciliate 
and to mend; there is no degradation in seeking 
peace, or in showing that you love your husband 
better than your triumph. 

8. If misfortunes assail you, remember that you 
ought to sustain your share of the burden ;. imitate 
your husband’s fortitude, or show your own for his 
imitation. 

9. When you rise in the morning, resolve to be 
cheerful for the day; let your smiles dispel his 
frowns. 

10. Take pride in concealing your husband’s in- 
firmities from others, rather than in proclaiming 
them ;-you will only be laughed at by all your ac- 
quaintances, if you tell his faults to one. 

11. Endeavour rather to save than to spend your 
husband’s money ; if his fortune be large, strive to 
preserve it ; if small, to increase it. 

12. Be not importunate or obtrusive in your fond- 
ness, and choose proper occasions for your caresses, 
lest they prove wearisome. 

13. Finally, recollect always that God has made 
you subject to him, and that he is your natural guard- 
ian and protector ; that you owe your husband no 
less honour than love, and“ no less love than obe- 
dience. 


FROM THE (HARTFORD) RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


MAN’S FINAL STATE. 

It is beli¢ved by many that part of the human fam- 
ily will be sentenced to endless torment, when the 
great court of the universe shall sit and pass judg- 
ment on them. To ascertain the correctness of this 
opinion, or to determine on what principle this court 
proceeds in its adjudication, we shsil examine the 
scriptures and the sentiments of natural justice im- 
planted in the mind of each rational being, by the 
hand of its Creator, that we may know what to ex- 
pect ; for in the decision of this court all God’s off- 
spring are deeply concerned. It is easily discovered 
by reflection, that the decree or sentence of any 
court must be founded on its sdvereign will, or on a 
statute, communicated to those who are tried before 
the commission of the malefaction with which they 
are charged. If the grand assize of the universe 
proceed in the first manner, allotting bliss and pain 
without giving a reason for its conduct, or deigning 
to act on any principle but mere arbitrariness, no 
calculation can be made concerning our ultimate 
condition, as we should be entirely unable to say what 


deeds would meet the approval of our final judge. 





It then appears, if sovereign will or pleasure form 
the rule of this court, that no one can entertain a rea- 
sonable expectation of eternal happiness, as the award 
depends on principles or feelings with which he has 
no acquaintance, and on which, therefore, he “can 
base no hope. It is equally plain, that under these 
circumstances, it would be impossible to act in refer- 
ence to this judgment with the least understanding, 
or with any prospect of acquittal or commendation ; 
for having no rule of action, we should never know 
when we conducted in such a manner as to insure 
the judicial praise of this august tribunal. This be- 
ing the fact, the scriptures are of no advantage ; for 
as they neither say what We must do in this world to 
enjoy the favour of God, nor on what principles he 
will judge us in the future, no one can receive the 
least benefit from them in any stage of his being. 

But a judgment, proceeding on the mere pleasure 
of the sovereign, when no law has been promulgated, 
and no guilt experienced, conflicts with every sen- 
timent of natural] justice, destroys all confidence, and 
leads the reflecting to believe that a snare has been 
set for their ruin. For had a desire existed that 
they might avoid perdition, the law would have been 
published, that they might obey it. We therefore 
abandon this method of judgment, as it invests the 
character of God in the deepest shades, takes away 
all ground of ratienal hope, and leaves man in an 
awful uncertainty. 


The second method of decision is by statute, 
which has been fairly and fully disclosed to those 
who are to be judged, before they had committed 
the deeds for which they are arraigned. In this 
case, each must be condemned or acquitted accord- 
ing to law, and the punishment must be according to 
the nature and aggravation of the crime, As the 
Bible is the great statute book of Heaven, containing 
all the laws which have been framed for the govern- 
ment of our race, and all the penalties which are de- 
nounced on the disobedient, we can determine with 
readiness and certainty whether interminable torment 
is threatened in any case as the punishment of any 
crime. Ifthe Bible contain a threat of endless dame 
nation for the commission of any sin, then those who 
commit the offence. may be punished without lenity 
and without end ; but if it contain no such threat- 
ening, eternal torment can be inflicted on no one 
but through sovereign pleasure, or by an ex-post- 
facto law. But the consignment of sinners to end- 
less torture by caprice, or by an ex-post-facto law, is 
absolutely repugnant to all justice, and derogatory 
to the character ofa holy and impartial God; we 
shall therefore waive this consideration. In what 
part of the Bible is eternal damnation made the pen- 
alty of any law under which man is placed by the 
constitution of Heaven ? Ifa statute with this penal- 
ty can be found on record, the question of endless 
misery is forever at rest; but if it cannot be found, 
it can never be asserted again, that sinners must be 
punished with unending perdition for violating the 
law of God. ‘The Bible contains no threatening of 
endless punishment as the penalty of a broken law. 
It may be said this consequence was denounced on 
Adam, in the words of the great Law-giver, “ for in 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die ?” 
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but if this be’the truth, and God fulfilled his threat- 
ening, Adam endured the punishment of his sin nine 
hundred years on earth, and did not seem to expe- 
rience that intensity of suffering which we are taught 
the damned must feel. But if he did not. begin to 
realize the agonies of eternal ruin on the day of trans- 
gression, the truth of the Law-giver is destroyed, or 
such a penalty was never threatened. When God 
judged the guilty progenitors of man for their apos- 
tacy, he did not come in wrath, nor intimate his en- 
tire abandonment of the helpless offenders ; but he 
came with unabated love, and promised a Saviour, 
who should triumph overall sin. It then appears, 
that endless sufféring is not the penalty of the law, 
for God, the great Law-giver, when he judged the 
first offenders, neither executed such a penalty on 
the apostates, nor threatened them with it in the in- 
definite future. 
man’s transgression, it must have been inflicted on 
the day of his sin, or the veracity of God could not 
be preserved. 
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In examining the moral law, given to Moses at 
Mount Sinai, we find no crime, the punishment of 
which is everlasting perdition. But as this is the law 
of God’s moral kingdom, by which all. capable of 
moral action must be judged, it can sentence no one 
to eternal damnation, for it contains no such penal- 
ty. Should a punishment be inflicted which the 
law did not threaten, its execution would not only 
be extra-judicial, but most palpably unjust ; for such 
a proceeding would be equivalent to an ex-post- 
facto law. Should any emergency in earthly gov- 
ernments render such a course expedient, it must be 
clearly seen that no want of foresight can ever bring 
the Judge of the universe into this dilemma. These 
arguments show that caprice cannot be the ground 
of the final decision, and this examination proves 
that the law denounces eternal death on no individu- 
al ; hence this isa fair and rational induction, no 
person will be compelled to suffer it. 

It has been objected, that we have sinned against 
an infinitely holy God, and therefore deserve infinite 
punishment. But this is not only being wise above 
what is written, but saying that God has attached an 
inadequate penalty to the violation of his law. Had 
he thought our sins deserved an infinite reward, it is 
inexpressibly strange he did not mention it in the 
sanction of his law, for in that we are fully satisfied he 
has expressed the just demerit of transgression. 
However, if eternal death be the constructive punish- 
ment of sin, and if God will only be just enough to 
give man what he deserves, hope of salvation is mere 
illusion, as all have sinned, and, according to this ob- 
jection, must suffer infinite punishment, or the char- 
acter of God must be implicated. But if sin deserves 
an infinite punishment, it will never be inflicted, as 
a time can never arrive when a rebel may affirm that 
he has received an infinite degree of suffering ; hence 
the objection confutes itself, as it declares, in effect, 
that it is impossible for God to punish sinners as they 
deserve, or to treat them as justice imperiously re- 
quires, and as he has positively averred he would. 
it may be alleged that offenders have no right to de- 
termine the aggravation of their crimes, or the de- 
gree of their punishment, as this would anticipate 


But had this been the reward of }. 


| the judgment and decide for God ; it is replied, when 
a criminal is to be tried by a known law, he is as 
well qualified to say what will be the consequence 
of his condemnation as of his acquittal, and there- 
“fore he assumes no right in ascertaining the aggra- 
vation of his offence and the nature of his fate before 
the day of trial. Were the statutes of Heaven and 
the penalty of breaking them unknown, there would 
be extreme presumption in deciding on the final con- 
dition of any soul ; but as they have been published 
by the authority and under the signet of Heaven, 
there is no conjecture in saying what will be the 
punishment of the greatest sinners. Let those who 
read, reflect. 


CONSTANCY OF FEMALE AFFECTION. 
He comes not—I have watch’d the moon go down, 
But yet he comes not—once it was not so. 
He thinks not how these bitter tears do flow, 
The while he holds his riot in that town. 
Yet he will come, and chide, and I shall weep ; 
And he will wake my infant from his sleep, 
To blend its feeble wailing with my tears. 
O ! how I love a mother’s watch to keep 
Over these sleeping eyes, that smile, which cheers 
My heart, tho’ sunk in sorrow, fix’d and deep. 
I had a husband once, who lov’d me—now 
He ever wears a frown upon his brow, 
And feeds his passion on a wanton’s lip, 
As bees, from laurel flowers a poison sip : 
But yet, I cannot hate—O ! there were hours, 
When I could hang for ever on his eye, 
And time, who stole with silent swiftness by, 
Strewed, as he hurried on, his path with flowers. 
I lov’d him then—he lov’d me too—My heart 
Still finds its fondness kindle, if he smile ; 
The memory of our loves will ne’er depart ; 
And though he often sting me with a dart, 
Venom’d and barb’d, and waste upon the vile 
Caresses, which his babe and mine should share ; 
Though he would spurn me, I will calmly bear 
His madness—and should sickness come, and lay 
Its paralyzing hand.upon him, then 
I would with kindness, all my wrongs repay, 
Until the penitent should weep and say, 
How injured and how faithful [ had been. 


WITCHCRAFT. 
Clerical Pligney.—It may not be generally known, 
that Sir Henry Cromwell, as Lord of the manor of 


ed to him, to the Corporation of Huntingdon, on 


year to a Doctor or Bachelor in Divinity of Queen’s 
College, Cambridge, to preach a sermon at All 
Saints’ Church, in Huntingdon, on the annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin, against the sin of witchcraft, 
and to teach the people how they should discover 
and frustrate the machinations of witches and dealers 
with evil spirits. Z'his sermon continues to be preach - 
ed. It is doubtless felt to be a little awkward some- 
times, to preach against an exploded opinion; but, 
thank Heaven ! there are always clergymen enough 
in the Church, as by law established, who are not too 





Warboys, after the conviction of the witches of War- | 
boys, in 1593, left their property, which was forfeit- | 


condition that they should give forty shillings every | 


proud to earn forty shillings in a professional way, 
though it should be rather ridiculous, 


We are happy to hear that Br. Farerrz Mace is 
engaged to preach in the vicinity of Meredith, (N. H.) 
the ensuing season. Christian Intelligencer. 

oP A notice of the “ National Tract Society’ is 
necessarily deferred till next week. 


MARRIED; 

In this town, on Tuesday evening last, by Rev. 

Mr. Gano, Rev. William Leverett, of Roxbury 

(Mass.) to Miss Mary-Ann Cole, eldest daughter of 
the late Cyrus Cole, Esq. of thistown. 

On Thursday evening, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. 

| Oliver W. Field, of this town, to Miss Sarah H. Ta- 

| ber, daughter of Mr. Joseph Taber, of Pawtucket. 


DIED; 
In this town, on Tuesday morning last, Miss Mary 


Weeden, daughter of the late Mr. Samuel Weeden. 














PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


A COPIOUS DISSERTATION 
ON THE 
| EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS, 


| In thirty Lectures, delivered, and delivering at the 


| Universalist Chapel in Providence, R. I. In which 
| every chapter and verse is considered and distinctly 


| explained. 





BY DAVID PICKERING. 


| These Lectures, with a table of contents, will con- 
tain about 500 pages, octavo, on fine white paper, 
| with a new and elegant type. 

The price to subscribers, handsomely. bound and 
| lettered, will be $2,25, or $ 2,00 in boards: Vaya- 
| ble on delivery. 
| These preposals are issued in consequence of-nu- 
_merous requests for the publicity of the Lectures ; 

and the work will be put to press as soon as 300 
copies are subscribed for. 

Any person, who shall obtain six subscribers, and 
become accountable for the payment-of the same, 
shall receive a seventh gratis. 

| N. B.—Persons holding subscriptions are request- 
ed to return the same to B. Cransrox, in Provi- 
dence, R. I. by the 15th day of May next. 


| 
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| Just received, and for sale at 110 i, Westminster-street, 


|  Ballou’s Sermon at the Dedication of the Uniyer- 

_salist Church, Hartford, Con.—Bisbe’s do.at the In- 
stallation of Rev. Thomas Whittemore, Cambridge, 
Mass.—Streeter’s do. at the Installation of Rev. Sc- 
bastian Streeter, Boston, Mass. 





Subscriptions for the second edition of Balfour’s 
| Inquiry, received at this office. 








(CP New subscribers for the Terzscor® can have 
the numbers from the commencement of the volume, 

at $1 50 per year, by paying the same within three 
_months from the time of subscribing. 


FANCY JOB PRINTING, 
OP Neatly executed at this Office, .at short notice, 
and on favourable terms. 


Just published, and for sale at this O and by S. W. 
pu pe Office, Yy 


b I 
AN ADDRESS, delivered before Mount-Vernon 
Lodge, at their annual election, Feb. 22, 1825.— 
By Davip PickERING. 














